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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 10-15, 18-23, and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pfoh (U. S. Patent No. 5,657,364). 

With regard to claims 1 and 2, Pfoh disclosed a focal spot sensing device comprising: a 
housing (rotating gantry) that resists x-ray beams (all material attenuate x-rays to some degree); 
an opening (204, 206, 208, 210) disposed in a wall of the housing that allows an x-ray beam to 
enter the housing; and a sensor device (100, 102) disposed in the housing that interprets a 
position of the x-ray beam for calculating a position of a focal spot (column 5, lines 15-26). 

With regard to claim 3, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 1, wherein the opening is sized 
such that the x-ray beam at a surface of the sensor device is less than a total sensitive area of the 
sensor device (Figs. 4-6). 

With regard to claim 4, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 1 , wherein the sensor device 
includes at least two detector elements (100, 102) arranged next to each other. 

With regard to claim 10 and 1 1, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 1, further comprising 
a control mechanism (36) that calculates the focal spot movement and compensates for detector 
response error induced by focal spot movement (column 4, lines 52-64). 
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With regard to claims 12 and 13 5 Pfoh disclosed a focal spot sensing device comprising: a 
housing (rotating gantry) that resists x-ray beams (all material attenuate x-rays to some degree); 
an opening (204, 206, 208, 210) that allows an x-ray beam to enter the housing; and means for 
calculating (100, 102) a position of a focal spot (column 5, lines 15-26). 

With regard to claim 14, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 12, wherein the opening is 
sized such that the x-ray beam at a surface of the means for calculating is less than a total 
sensitive area of the sensor device (Figs. 4-6). 

With regard to claim 15, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 12, wherein the means for 
calculating includes at least two detector elements (100, 102) arranged next to each other. 

With regard to claim 18 and 19, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 12, further comprising 
a control mechanism (36) that calculates the focal spot movement and compensates for detector 
response error induced by focal spot movement (column 4, lines 52-64). 

With regard to claims 20 and 21, Pfoh disclosed an imaging system comprising: an x-ray 
source (14) that produces an x-ray beam (16) and has a focal spot (50); a detector array (18) that 
receives the x-ray beam and includes a focal spot sensing device, the focal spot sensing device 
includes: a housing (rotating gantry) that resists x-ray beams, an opening (204, 206, 208, 210) 
disposed in a wall of the housing that allows the x-ray beam to enter the housing; and a sensor 
device (100, 102) disposed in the housing that interprets a position of the x-ray beam for 
calculating a position of the focal spot (column 5, lines 15-26). 

With regard to claim 22, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 20, wherein the opening is 
sized such that the x-ray beam at a surface of the sensor device is less than a total sensitive area 
of the sensor device (Figs. 4-6). 
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With regard to claim 23, Pfoh disclosed the device of claim 20, wherein the sensor device 
includes at least two detector elements (100, 102) arranged next to each other. 

With regard to claim 26, Pfoh disclosed the system of claim 20, further comprising a 
control mechanism (36). 

With regard to claim 27, Pfoh disclosed a method for sending a focal spot, the method 
comprising: receiving an x-ray beam into an opening (204, 206, 208, 210) of a focal spot sensing 
device (100, 102); interpreting a position of the x-ray beam; and calculating a position of a focal 
spot (column 5, lines 15-26). 

With regard to claim 28, Pfoh disclosed the method of claim 27, further comprising 
calibrating a CT system detector response to the position of a focal spot (column 4, lines 52-64). 

With regard to claim 29, Pfoh disclosed the method of claim 27, further comprising 
receiving the x-ray beam at a sensor device disposed in the focal spot sensing device, the sensor 
device (100, 102) includes at least two detector elements arranged next to each other. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-9, 16, 17, 24, 25, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pfoh (U. S. Patent No. 5,657,364) as applied to claims 1,4, 12, 20, and 27 
above, and further in view of Warren (U. S. Patent No. 6,362,481 Bl). 
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With regard to claims 5, 6, 8, 9, 16, 17, 24, 25, and 30, Pfoh disclosed the device of 
claims 1, 12, 20, and the method of claim 27. However, Pfoh failed to disclose a sensor device 
that includes a fluorescent screen, which faces the opening, and a position sensitive photodiode 
that is arranged between the fluorescent screen and a back wall of the housing, wherein the 
fluorescent screen is optically coupled to the position sensitive photodiode by a transparent 
epoxy layer. 

Warren disclosed a CT sensor device that includes a fluorescent screen (36) and a 
position sensitive photodiode (40), wherein the scintillator/fluorescent screen is optically coupled 
to the position sensitive photodiode by a transparent epoxy layer (46). Warren taught that such 
an arrangement provides an efficient x-ray detector because the presence of a transparent epoxy 
layer between the fluorescent screen and the photodiode minimizes optical losses (column 1, 
lines 28-63). Furthermore, this CT sensor device will remain operational at high temperature 
because the epoxy layer's CTE is matched to the scintillator/fluorescent screen and the 
photodiode. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the CT sensor device disclosed by Warren in the CT imaging 
system disclosed by Pfoh, since a person would be motivated to capture all of the x-rays 
transmitted through the patient by employing an efficient x-ray detector. Furthermore, a person 
would be motivated save operating cost by using an x-ray detector that is not susceptible to 
damage due to thermal stress. 

With regard to claim 7, Pfoh in combination with Warren disclosed the device of claim 6, 
wherein the opening is dimensioned to be approximately a pinhole (204, 206, 208, 210). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

(1) Toth et al (U. S. Patent No. 6,256,364 Bl) disclosed an apparatus for correcting 
for x-ray beam movement. 

(2) Adachi et al (U. S. Patent No. 6,215,844 Bl) disclosed an x-ray CT apparatus. 

(3) Dobbs et al (U. S. Patent No. 6,094,469) disclosed a CT system with stable beam 
position. 

(4) Toth (U. S. Patent No. 6,056,437) disclosed an apparatus for imaging system 
detector alignment. 

(5) Tamaki et al (U. S. Patent No. 5,949,843) disclosed an x-ray CT apparatus. 

(6) Aradate et al (U. S. Patent No. 5,684,855) disclosed an x-ray CT scanner. 

(7) Dobbs et al (U. S. Patent No. 5,550,886) disclosed an x-ray focal spot movement 
compensation system. 

(8) Yamazaki et al (U. S. Patent No. 5,469,429) disclosed an x-ray CT apparatus 
having focal spot position detection means. 

(9) Levene (U. S. Patent No. 5,065,420) disclosed an arrangement for controlling 
focal spot position in x-ray tube. 

(10) Koenigsberg (U. S. Patent No. 4,827,494) disclosed an x-ray apparatus. 

(1 1) Glover et al (U. S. Patent No. 4,559,639) disclosed an x-ray detector comprising 
a housing and an opening. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen C. Ho whose telephone number is (571) 272-2491. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward J. Glick can be reached at (571) 272-2490. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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